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This verse sounds like a scene out of ..:alt Disney" s 

FA.'fI'ASIA : II The mOWltai1l5 and the hills shall break 

forth before you intq singing, and all thef trees of the 
, 

field shaJ.l clap their hands". t)hat a genius of animation 

could do with that word. picture. Hills !;inging, Treee 
" 

clapping the~r hands . Delirious ~th joy; that is what itis . 

This is it , 'fhis is ~tlat . t.! ' ve all been waiting for ••• hold 

your breath it is almost here •••• the'object of our h~pee 

our dremas , our prayers . Can you not feel the emotion. 
", ~ 

lihat. could possibly bring such utter and cornplet joy. 
" 

The 8Jl3wey iB found in this 55th chapt.er of Isiu1::. . thcr 

are three principles rlffiich supply the joy we al'l seek. 

1 . The first is the accessibility of God. "Ho ,.~everyon 
" , 

that thirsteth" writes I.salahm ".come ye .;'0 tbe wa.ter•••" 
• I' . 

_.. Now it is obvious t nt Isaiah is not talking about the 

. !hY5ical watc.r m;:; more than Jesus wae:ta.lJtng about physical 
, .. 

water ~nen he told the woman at the well about living water. 

" Incline your ear , and come unto ~e •••" .I'!aiah writes in 

God ' s beh'lef. ""God is aces~).ble .. H~ i:", not only the wource odi 

our physical needs but our emotional 8nd e;pirtual. ones as 

well . He is waiting and he is \td.ll1ng. 

Tow little girls once studied a portrait of Queen Victori 

" 
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What ' s he doing, Rsked one little girl. The other gazed 

hard at the picture , then replied, "Oh , nothing. She ' s just 

reignine" • ~ 
That is how we often think of God: "He is just reignill£ 

••• we think he is removed from human existence . What a 

difference it would ake to some of our lives :U we became ., 
conscious hhat God is alive and pr3sent in our world. His 

kingdom is within us . He is accessible to us regardless of 

our neetl , he is a friend whose love kno~IS no bound.. . 

That is ,he first reason the hills sing and the trecs 

clap their hand~ • • the accessibility of God. 

2 . The b!COnd yeb~n is this , it has to 40 h~th the 

covenant God has m~e with man. The Living Bible tr8115lates 

the third verse of this. chapter like this: n COllIe to e 

wi th your ears ,Iide open. Listen, for the life of your soul 

is at stake. I am ready to make an everlasting covenant Kitl: 
• 

you, to give you all" the""unfailing mercies and love thai 'l . .. ~ 

had for King David"' , We are heirs t.o a covehant relatign'. ~ 
ship that God first made with Israel, and then to those who 

believe in Jesus Christ. We are hls people , He u.s our God. 

An elderly lady had never ri~den- in."~ airpll:Ule . Her

grandson finally pursuaded her to take a ride . With SOil'S 

fear , she agreed . After a short flight , the plzyIe landed. 
~ 

As ehe deplaned, the grandson asked ch -erily, "How did you 

like thf" fllght , grandmother'?" "iljell", 8he unenthusiasV 



ically replied, "I lent up in the plane , but I never let 

my weight down during the whole flight". 

We are like that lady, aren ' t we . We dare not rest our 

full weight on God ' s promises ••• and yet he is faithful to , 

his covenant . 

George Mcleod has a charming story about a young workman 

who was seen entering a He . church.during every lunchtime ana 

laleeling hastily at the ~tar for ~ust a moment before hur~ 

ing immediately out again. This sent on sometime before the 

curiosityof the local prtest was aroused.. One day he intro

duced ~self and , asked the young_ worker why he came so reg. 

" 
 .. 

ularlywhen his devotions were 50- brief . The young man re

plied that be had to come, during ~s luch hour , and that th( 

distance to and from his place ,of work was so great that 

he only had time for a brief prayer. The priest asked: 

"What dO, yOu ~say?" •• T£e lad r eplied: " I say ' Je:;us, it ' :;; 
,. 

J' 'ew~. The priest was stirred by the his simple , yet 
- . 

eloque~t.raith ., Sometime later the pr iest '~'8.S caJ.led to 

stand by Jimmies bed after th~re had been an accident~ 

Ji " ie ' s life was ebbing a't,lay . 'But there must have been a 

greater priest present , for t.he priest wascertain'"that he 

heard a voice saying, IIJimmic , it ' s Jesus". 

God is accessible . He is faithful to his covenant . 

3 . And finally God is at work in our world. "So shall 

m 



My word be that goes forth out of Ny ~outh" f ea.-'s God, " it 

shall not return to me void , but it hsall acc~liSh that 

lIlhich I please , and purpose j and it. shall pros~r in the 
'. of' .,; 

thing for l:hich I ~nt' itll !j' l.!r ~he hills aik singitll• 
. .' _ I 

and the trees clap¢.n&·t.heir h!::ld.: ,:;~God' himsel.l is :passing. " 
, 

t:;,r .. He is involved ·in creation.J Just a. he spoke 8.;.¥>. behold , , , 
'( there was licf\t" so he is speakint tocfay. Her..;; m8k:i.ng 

things happen. " .'• 
" 

Victor Huso iIn L'es Mist:rwl !! te of Waterloo~ as 

it P sible that NA...,olean shoula h lve 1«)n the battle? we 

answer no . Hhy? Because of Wellington, No , beaause of God. 
" 

Napolean had been denounced in the infinite , an;! h1;s fall .. . 
",as decided. upon. He eni.brrassed? God. 

We put our trust ~ the econmy, in armaments , a j j-l.ances . 

But dod' t count~ God out in the tide of human afu .. /. .'
" 

Haven ' t you fe~t God at work in your life? 

George Io."h.itfie~ «rew up in a pub•• 8 British tavern. He 

lived with his brother ~d i ister- ir,- lA: , I.J; ni~ childhoO<1 

years he had to work in the tavern to help with the family 

business . He had. a 'probleu: , he couldn ' t. get along with his 

sister- in- Is • Fiannly he J.eft thf; \lb . And lat.er became 

one of the great prwschers of all tLle . Wes it just a coin

cidental set of circumstances? You ~uld never convince 

George Whitfield of that . He said it was Goo ' s way of 
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, 

II calling him from drawing wine for drunka.rd.s to drawing 

water out of the wells of savation for the refecshmenl of 

his Spiritual Israel" 

God is at ~:ork in his world , he is at work in yoUr life , 

are you let ting him \'Iork? 

The great c~rnposer HP..ydn wasaskee.: "How does it h'lppen 

that your church music i:e- ani.:nat~
, 

d and livell and cheerful?" 

lie unhest=itatingly repl).ed: "I cannot .ake it othet")irli.sse . 

I write ac.~orcJi-ng tne the thoueh~s I feel; when I think of 

God , rfY l)eart lis sq full'of joy that the notes leap and 
~-

dance FI·tp.~ 1~ve my pen j and since God had tiven me a 
, 

cheer.ful "'i'k;Jart . oo .. I serve him lI:ith a cheerful spirit" 

Yes ..... ·,he;: 'h;.lls si..ng, the tr'...es clap their handt. 

" 

-

God :La aJiVEI.... oo .. ht; :1.a ac~",ssible , he is faithful 

~ his promisep' .. he is involved In his world t t.c..iD.y .. 

, " 

" •. i 
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